ORANGE COUNTY, CA - Hepatitis B is a prevalent problem in the Vietnamese-American community, where one in eight Vietnamese is a chronic hepatitis B carrier.  One out of every four chronic hepatitis B carriers will eventually die of liver cancer or liver failure if they are left untreated.  The key to stopping the spread of this deadly disease is through education.  In order to address this significant health threat, the Asian Liver Center at Stanford University (ALC) and the Vietnamese American Cancer Foundation (VACF) are launching a new campaign to fight liver disease and raise awareness for hepatitis B and liver cancer.  The ALC is the only nonprofit organization in the United States dedicated to raising awareness about hepatitis B and liver cancer in the Asian American Community, and the VACF has been servicing the Vietnamese community through cancer education and support since 1995. 


The kick-off event for the campaign will be a dinner for members of the media in Orange County.  The dinner will take place at Seaford World Restaurant on June 18, 2004.  Following the dinner, the ALC and VACF will be committing themselves for the subsequent six months to informing the Vietnamese community in southern California about the risks of hepatitis B as well as liver cancer and cirrhosis, which can be induced by hepatitis B infection.  Asian Americans and Vietnamese males in particular are at especially high risk for hepatitis B infection, so they will be specifically targeted in this campaign.  Southern California was chosen as the location to launch the campaign because of its large population of Vietnamese Americans.  This statistic makes it the ideal place to begin educating the Asian American community about a problem that has received little publicity thus far.  People will be encouraged to get screened for hepatitis B, and those who are hepatitis B negative will be urged to get vaccinated.  

This campaign is an important step in the effort to bring hepatitis B to the forefront of Asian American health issues.  Our goal is to alert everybody so that hepatitis B will no longer be the silent killer it has been because of the lack of awareness on the part of its victims.  For more information regarding hepatitis B and liver cancer, please visit the ALC website at http://liver.stanford.edu or call 650-72LIVER or call toll free at 1-888-311-3331.  The VACF can be contacted through their website at www.ungthu.org or by calling 714-751-5805.
